
 
Open Commission for Online Work 
  
Deadline: 21st July 
  
Knaïve Theatre are pleased to announce an open call to all artists and companies in the 
North of England.  
  
We are extremely lucky and grateful to have received the Arts Council England Emergency 
Grant for Non-NPOs. In this time of deep uncertainty it has been a lifeline for the company 
that we are very aware has not been open to many artists. We are hard at work creating 3 
pieces for online engagement for a wide variety of audiences and with a wide variety of 
artists. As part of this grant we are also making £5000 and our time available to one artist or 
company with a commitment to the Arts Ecology of the North of England to make a piece of 
work for online engagement. 
  
What we are looking for 
  

-       Knaïve Theatre are looking for ambitious proposals for a new piece of work made 
specifically for online engagement. The budget is £5000 and comes with 
dramaturgical support from Knaïve Theatre. Please do not submit a recorded 
version of a live piece. 

-       The piece can be of any length, for any platform and in any form for any audience. 
- The piece must have at its heart a desire to provoke debate among those who 

experience it. 
-       Proposals for work that can be completed by end of September 2020. 
-       The work must be completed while adhering to best practice guidelines regarding 

the COVID-19 outbreak.  
-       The proposal must be for a piece that is new to the public but may include some 

pre-existing/pre-developed material 
  
Who can apply? 
  

-       Artists and companies who are committed to the arts ecology in the North of 
England (i.e. making/touring work in the North or with North based Artists) 

-       Artists and companies of any experience. 
-       Artists and companies who consider themselves makers of live performing arts 

(theatre, dance, live art, music, sound art) who wish to experiment with making 
work specifically for online engagement. 

-       Companies who apply must NOT have been in receipt of non-NPO or NPO 
emergency funding from ACE. If you received the Emergency grant for individuals 
you are still eligible to apply. 

-       We encourage proposals from those who are under-represented in the arts. 
  
 
 



 
 
How it works 
  

-       Artists and companies should apply through the process outlined below 
-       The £5000 fee is fixed and will cover the development and delivery of the entire 

project. You are free to use it as you wish but we will insist that anyone working 
with the applicant is paid fairly within the budget. 

- After application there will be an interview round for shortlisted applicants. 1 
applicant will receive the commission. 

-       The commissioned artist/company will be appointed by 31st July 
-       The selected commission with be developed with dramaturgical support from 

Knaïve Theatre in a way to be agreed with the Commissioned Artist 
-       The commissioned work will be programmed as part of The Bar - our online 

platform ( launching in August) devoted to showcasing and discussing work made 
for digital engagement. This includes a post-show discussion on Zoom. 

- The commissioned artist will be invited to participate in the post-show discussion. 
- There will be tailored digital marketing support from Knaïve Theatre to help reach 

your audience.  
-       Any income generated by donations will be split 60/40 between the commissioned 

artist and Knaïve Theatre (in favour of the artist). 
-       After the initial ‘season’ the work will be entirely the property of the commissioned 

artist to do with as they wish 
-       Anywhere the commissioned work appears will include the statement “Made with 

support from Knaïve Theatre” and our logo. 
  
How to apply 
  

-       If you fit the criteria above, please complete the online application form here and 
anonymous equal opps form here. The deadline for applications is 21st July. 

- Interviews will be held in the week commencing 27th July 
-       If you are unable to send a written application please send a video/audio file  of 

roughly 5 minutes in length which answers the questions below via WeTransfer to 
knaivetheatre@gmail.com. 

 
 The application will ask you to: 

-       Tell us about you/your company and the work you make (300 words) 
-       Link us to your previous work (if applicable) 
- Demonstrate your commitment to the Arts Ecology of the North of England (200 

words) 
-       Tell us about your idea (300 words) 
-       Tell us how it experiments with / responds to an online format. (200 words) 
-       Tell us how will it provoke debate among its audience (300 words) 
-       Tell us how would you make best use of Knaïve Theatre as dramaturgical support 

(200 words) 
-       Detail how you will spend £5000. 

https://forms.gle/8brR1MwhC8ZQw7YDA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZqbpC7_HM3Da8mqoei5qx9LtihJtMJdKMDBO4m7C0PF9zqA/viewform
mailto:knaivetheatre@gmail.com

